
Writing task 

 

Your writing task this week is to watch the short film ‘The Present’ 

(from the website The Literacy Shed). You will then plan and write a 

diary entry from the point of view of the boy. Remember to use 

emotive language, adverbials, description and show-not-tell in your 

diary entry. 

Day 1: Go the ‘The Literacy Shed’ website and watch short film 

titled ‘The Present’. 

https://www.literacyshed.com/the-present.html 

 

 

Watch it again and think about the following questions: 

Why do you think the mother has bought him this particular dog? 

How do the boy’s feelings change about the dog as the film progresses? Why? 

Do you think this was a good present for the boy? Why? 

 

https://www.literacyshed.com/the-present.html


Day 1: Plan your diary entry. Watch film. Story map/ bullet point your plan. 

You will need to watch the film several times over and stop it at key points to 

help you. Jot down descriptive language, emotive words & phrases and show-

not-tell on your plan to help you. 

Day 2:  Use your plan to write the first draft, including the language features 

below. Use the word bank provided to help you. 

Day 3: Read your writing aloud and choose sections you want to improve. Edit 

the piece until you are happy. Read the diary entry aloud to someone in your 

family when you have finished.  

 

Language Features: 

 -Adverbials of time and place  

-Emotive language 

-Characterisation (description of appearance, personality, movement and 

voice) 

-Descriptive language (expanded noun phrases) 

 -A range of punctuation  

-Exciting verbs and accurate past tense 

-show not tell 

- Power of 3! 

 

 

Use the word bank on the next page to help you. 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Mesmerised by my 
new video game… 

 
Annoyed 
Irritated 
Frustrated 
 

 
 
Adorable little pup 
with a shiny brown 
nose 

 
Friendly 
Energetic 
playful 
 
 

 
I couldn’t believe my 
eyes 
 
 

 
Disgusted 
Revolting 
angry 

 
Bounding around the 
living room 
 

 
Yapping persistently 

 
Puzzled,  

 
 
Instantly,  
 

 
 
In a flash, 

 
Wagging his tail 
incessantly 
 

 
Gazing at me with his 
expectantly 
chocolate brown 
eyes 
 

 
Won me over with 
his charm 

 
 

 

 

 


